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Background information 
The HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration includes a commitment to develop a Regional Action Plan 
on Marine Litter (RAP ML) by 2015 at the latest with the aim of achieving a significant quantitative 
reduction of marine litter by 2025, compared to 2015, and to prevent harm to the coastal and marine 
environment. 

This document summarizes the steps taken so far to fulfil that commitment. Outcomes of the 2nd Regional 

Workshop for the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter to be held will be presented later. 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on progress in development of the ML RAP and 

discuss next steps required to facilitate implementation of the Action Plane at regional and national level. 
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Information on on-going work related to the development of the HELCOM 

Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 
 

The HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration includes a commitment to develop a Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter (RAP ML) by 2015 at the latest with the aim of achieving a significant quantitative 
reduction of marine litter by 2025, compared to 2015, and to prevent harm to the coastal and marine 
environment. It further specifies that such a plan ought to enable inter alia concrete measures for 
prevention and reduction of marine litter from its main sources, develop common indicators and associated 
targets related to quantities, composition, sources and pathways of marine litter and to identify the socio-
economic and biological impacts of marine litter.  

During the last HELCOM meeting (HELCOM 35/2014) it was decided to address the development of such a 

plan through the following approach:  

 to conduct a first regional workshop in May 2014;  

 to prepare a first draft version of the Action Plan based on the outcome of the first workshop;  

 to conduct a second regional workshop in October 2014;  

 to prepare a version of the Action Plan for national consultation by Contracting Parties.  

The First HELCOM Workshop on Regional Action Plan for Marine Litter (MARINE LITTER 1/2014), agreed 

that the 0 draft of the HELCOM Action Plan on Marine Litter was to be prepared, based on the outcome of 

the workshop, by the Secretariat and Germany as Lead country. Thus, the 0 draft was prepared and 

submitted for comments to HELCOM Contracting Parties and Observers (11/07/2014). The feedback 

received was incorporated and the 1 draft submitted to the 2nd Regional Workshop for the Regional Action 

Plan on Marine Litter to be held on 22-23 October 2014 in Stralsund, Germany for its further development 

(MARINE LITTER 2/2014). The workshop will mainly focus on the identification of the measures required to 

combat marine litter in the Baltic Sea, underpinned with the definition of operational targets and lead 

countries (Section III of the 1 Draft of the RAP ML). The 2 draft of the Action Plan will be ready by the next 

meeting of the Heads of Delegation in December (HOD 47-2014) and it will include a proposal for joint 

measures or regionally coordinated measures. 

According to the 46th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation, there is a need to finalize the Plan by March 

2015 for adoption by HELOCM 36-2015. The Meeting supported, in principle the proposal to develop the 

Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter into a HELCOM Recommendation (Outcome of HOD 46-2014). 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/MARINE%20LITTER%201-2014-107/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/MARINE%20LITTER%202-2014-144/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2047-2014-186/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2046-2014-120/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2046-2014.pdf

